1,10-Phenanthroline-5,6-dione was prepared by a previously published procedure [1] . The title compound was synthesized according to the method for the preparation of imidazole rings established by Steck and Day [2] . A mixture of 3,4-(methylenedioxy)benzaldehyde (8 mmol), 1,10-phenanthroline-5,6-dione (5 mmol), ammonium acetate (100 mmol) and glacial acetic acid (20 cm 3 ) was refluxed with stirring at 130°C for about 1.5 hour, then cooled to room temperature and diluted with water (ca. 20 cm 3 ). Dropwise addition of concentrated aqueous ammonia with stirring gave a yellow precipitate, which was filtered and washed with water and acetone. The crude product was purified by silica gel filtration (60-100 mesh, ethanol as eluent). The principal yellow band was collected. After most of the ethanol solvent was removed under reduced pressure, the amorphous yellow solid was filtered and washed with acetone and diethyl ester, then dried in vacuum. Yield 1.03 g, 58%. 
